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There are persons of violent, self-indulgent, and
reckless character to whom death has few terrors
compared with the loss of liberty and enjoyment, or
with a life of labour and restraint. But, as regards
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the generality of human beings, the love of life and
the fear of death are influences of such immense
power that scarcely anything can come into com-
petition with them as motives of action. Speaking
generally, there is no doubt that the expectation
of death will operate with far more effect to deter
from crime than the same degree of expectation
of any other punishment such as would he possible
in modern times. Nor can it be denied that what
is termed by Bentham the "exemplary character"
of this punishment when publicly inflicted must
on the whole increase its deterrent force. It is
true that a public execution has a hardening and
corrupting effect upon the minds of the spectators,
and also that the legal destruction of human life
"has a tendency to weaken the sense of its value
entertained by the community at large; and the
additional predisposition to crime which is occasioned
by both these causes must be set off against the pre-
ventive power of the public example. But though
these causes may modify, they can hardly be sup-
posed to neutralise that power. Men may jest and
jeer and blaspheme in the face of the gallows, and
appear, when they are massed together, to derive
much amusement from the sight before them; but
it is a sight nevertheless which they never forget,
and which, in a case where temptation to murder
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